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Hope for beleaguered

Stuttafords workers

Although the closure of retail chain
Stuttafords at the end of this month
will put approximately 800 of its
employees on the street, a recruitment
company has pledged to assist some of
those affected.

Entry level recruitment company,
Lulaway, has offered to place 15% of

‘those who will be made redundant and

is urging corporate South Africa to come
forward with job offers for the workers.

‘When Lulaway CEO, Jakes Willis, visited
one of the Stuttafords stores recently,

‘he was affected by what would happen
to all the people who were ahout to lose-

their jobs. .

“I chatted to a few well—tra.med, well-
groomed and competent
_employees in the store and realised that
something needed to be done.

“If you consider the social multiplier
_effect, where 12 people are affected
‘when one person loses his or her job,

‘then about 9 000 people will be affected

by the job losses at Stuttafords,” he said.
That is when the idea of finding jobs for
‘the out-of-work people came to Willis’
mind as well as to challenge other
companies in South Africa to consider
~doing so too.

~ “We are aiming to place all 800 people,
‘but can commit to 126 people for now.
§At Lulaway, we unmechately cummitted
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are a medium sized enterprlse, this is .
significant commitment.

“While we do not have the capacit
to employ all 800, we do have stron
relationships with clients in th
retail and services sector that alway
need experienced emplayees ”  Willi
explained. |

In addition to Lulaway employing 5
people, its chents, Dischem and Bidves
Protea Coin, Mr Price Group and Pt
Clothmg have committed to placing 7
people in total.

Willis is in dlscussmn w1th severs

'other clients to determine whether the:

can place additional Stuttafords staf
members. |
Willis said itis a tragedy when competen

and skilled people lose their job:s

especially given South Africa’s currer
high unemployment rate and economi
downturn. 1 -

- “I am aware the country is ina recessior

butthereare ]obs outthere for people wh
have the necessary skills, commitmen
and drive. Transformation is onl
possible when we all come together fo
the greater good of the individual an
the economy.

“At Lulaway, our business is all abou
building partnerships aimed at linkin

- government funders, willing job seeker

and pnvate sector employers In mutuall



